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REGULAR MEETING 

May 9, 2017 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Trustees: Andrew Kmetz, James 

Nordlund Sr., and Henry Rasmussen. 

Board members absent: Treasurer Jacalyn Sroka and Trustee Paul Piper. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, Fran Kalchik, 

Jim Leonard, and County Commissioner Steve Hull. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Douglas Wohlberg, C.P.A. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited by all.  The minutes of the April 25, 2017 meeting were approved by consent. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  County Commissioner Steve Hull reported on the most recent meeting of the Mason County 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Moved by Keson, seconded by Enbody to add Item C. “Consider Purchase Offer for 

Parcel in Pere Marquette Industrial Park” to the agenda and to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

Motion carried.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Consider Application for Fireworks Display Permit – Keson noted that the application for 

fireworks display permit received from the Western Michigan Fair Association is complete and letters of support and 

acknowledgement have been received from the Mason County Sheriff and the Pere Marquette Charter Township Fire 

Chief.   
 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Rasmussen to approve the Application for Fireworks Display received from the 

Western Michigan Fair Association to conduct a public fireworks display at the Mason County Fairgrounds on Tuesday, 

August 8, 2017 at dusk and to authorize the township clerk to sign the Permit for Public Display.  In case of rain, the 

display will occur on August 12, 2017. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

B. Presentation of 2016 Audit – Douglas Wohlberg, C.P.A. – Wohlberg listed his qualifications and explained his 

responsibility as an auditor is to report to the Township Board and the Michigan Department of Treasury.  In his 

presentation, Wohlberg reviewed trends in the general fund for property values, property tax millages, property tax 

revenues, State shared revenues, and general fund total revenues, comparing values from 2012 through 2016.  He 

reviewed general fund revenues and expenditures by function and by account and the effect to the fund balance.  

Wohlberg then reviewed the sewer and water funds operating income/loss, net positions, and cash and investments for 

these funds.  Wohlberg stated that the internal accounting controls are well designed and operating as planned and that 

the General, Water, and Sewer funds are healthy. The financial statements received an unmodified opinion, which is the 

best opinion possible expressed by the auditor when the auditor concludes that the financial statements are presented 

fairly, in all material respects.     

 

C. Consider Purchase Offer for Parcel in the Pere Marquette Industrial Park (added) – Keson explained that in 

2016, the Township Board adjusted the sales price of the acreage remaining the Pere Marquette Industrial Park and the 

First Street Business Park to be negotiable.  An offer has been received from Ed Merriman for the purchase of the 

remaining .9-acre lot in the Industrial Park (Parcel 53-010-699-001-014-10) for a total purchase price of $5,900.00.  

Keson added that the lot does not have natural gas service and that if service was ever needed it would be the 

responsibility of the buyer. 

 

After discussion, the following Resolution was offered by Nordlund and supported by Rasmussen:  

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Township owns certain real property within the Pere Marquette Industrial Park;  
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WHEREAS, Edward David Merriman and William Everett Lynn submitted an offer to purchase certain real 

property commonly known as Parcel 53-010-699-001-014-10, Pere Marquette Industrial Park, and legally described on  

 

the attached Exhibit A for a total purchase price of Five Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($5,900.00) subject to certain 

terms and conditions.  

 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to confirm its acceptance of the Purchaser's offer to purchase the property.  

 

THE PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD RESOLVES THAT:  

 

1.  The sale of the Property to the Purchaser for stated amount is authorized.  

 

2.  The Supervisor and the Clerk are authorized to sign the documents necessary to memorialize the 

terms of the transaction and otherwise close the sale of the Property to the Purchaser.  

 

3.  All resolutions in conflict in whole or in part with this Resolution are revoked to the extent of such 

conflict. 

 

Roll call vote: Yes: Kmetz, Rasmussen, Keson, Enbody, and Nordlund.            

No:    None. 

                         Absent: Sroka and Piper. 

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Architectural Control Committee (Keson) – Reported the Committee met to review the 

plans for the expansion/addition for Whitehall’s current facility on Sixth Street.  The plans met all of the criteria and the 

committee approved the plans and requested additional landscaping along the east side for screening. 

 

Personnel Committee (Kmetz) – Reported the committee met to review differences in the HSA contributions for 

employees compared to the payment-in-lieu of health insurance.  The committee reviewed wages for a seasonal 

assistant for the Supervisor and a Deputy Treasurer.  The committee will have a recommendation for the board on both 

items at the next meeting. 

 

Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Reported conducting two site plan reviews. The first review was for the Whitehall 

expansion project that was approved with the conditions to meet with the Architectural Control Committee and for a 

one year inspection of the gravel parking lot by the Zoning Administrator.  The second review was for Matulis’ auto 

body repair business which was approved with the conditions of ordinance compliance of adding a sidewalk and sign 

installation and also to relocate the dumpster and add privacy fencing or screening. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (Wahr) – Reported conducting a public hearing and approving a request from Whitehall for a 

variance to allow expansion into the front yard setback. 

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Thanked the board for their support for him to pursue a Level IV Assessing 

Certification but explained that the State has withdrawn the option that would have allowed him to achieve the 

certification.  David Swinson will continue as the contracted Level IV Assessor for Consumers and Michigan Power. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a report detailing permit activity for April 2017; reported a busy year 

so far and that much of his time has been spent on the Whitehall projects and the new automotive body repair business. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported completing another round of water sampling with a final round 

required before returning to monthly sampling; the spring leaf collection is going well; will be hosting a Michigan Rural 

Water Safety training at the Township hall tomorrow; the new backhoe is scheduled to be delivered the first week of 

June; will be meeting with Badger Meter Systems to obtain pricing information in order to move forward with the 

purchase of new water meters and a new meter reading system. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on 36 responses for April 2017 and year-to-date totals are 13 under the total runs 

to date in 2016.  
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Parks Manager / Code Enforcement (Smith) –  Reported Buttersville Park is up and running with some work being done 

on the bathroom facilities and the removal of a couple of problematic trees; working with MC Smith to provide 

professional services for the submission of formal procedures and project scope for the playground grant; new toilets 

were installed at Sutton’s Landing; reported that while Dow was in area to work on their wells, Dow was able to assist 

with determining that the pump on the well at Buttersville Campground needed to be replaced. A new pump was 

installed and the water test results have been completed and approved. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported completing the review of the financial statements, completing the 

submission of the request for Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates for Whitehall to the State of Michigan and, 

with the completion of the audit, can now begin working on the Continuing Disclosure reporting.  Enbody provided a 

list of current invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kmetz to approve payment of invoices totaling $259,075.96.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (Sroka) – absent (excused). 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported contacting the attorney regarding the safety concerns with the blight issue from the last 

meeting and will be meeting with the attorney to determine a course of action and will keep the board informed of the 

progress; obtained quotes for repainting the signs in front of the Township hall and is also working on obtaining quotes 

and ideas for new signage for the First Street Business Park. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


